The impasse within a theory of the analytic field: possible vertices of observation.
The author attempts to place the problem of the impasse within field theory, showing that a prolonged period of countertransference metabolisation is sometimes necessary before an analytic process seemingly at a standstill can get under way again. Clinical examples are given to demonstrate the emotional difficulties with which the analyst must come to grips. The microprocess of the session and change in the analyst's mind are considered to be the significant loci of any possible resumption of therapeutic progress, provided that hope and patience do not fail, and subject also to the ability to adopt new and original viewpoints in the session.